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As Dr. Kane truly remarks: “The subject is one of so much 
importance, medico-legally and otherwise, and so very little is to 
be found upon it in works on insanity, that it merits the attention 
asked for it.” Perhaps the most interesting field of inquiry in 
this direction will be found in connection with the use of the 
bromides. It is the fashion of the day to use these remedies in large 
doses (60 to 200 grains daily) during one or several days. There 
seems to be little doubt that a transitory form of insanity has been 
occasionally observed in consequence of this treatment. The case 
of the physician of Hartford who jumped overboard from a steam¬ 
boat during an attack of insanity said to have been produced by 
taking several ounces of bromide of potassium, will be recollected 
by many. Similar cases doubtless exist, and if collected and 
studied authentically would serve as valuable guides, both from a 
therapeutic and diagnostic point of view. That the bromides may 
not be as harmless in large doses as is commonly held, has already 
been made tolerably clear by reports of fatal or well-nigh fatal re¬ 
sults from their use. Dr. Beard relates several cases of prolonged 
stupor, arising quickly after large doses; and Dr. Christian Fenger 
reports a case of poisoning by 300 grains of bromide of potash : 
stupor existed for twenty-eight hours and death then ensued. 

We shall await with interest the results of Dr. Kane’s inquiries. 


A petition addressed to the President and asking for a stay of 
proceedings in the Guiteau case, and for the appointment of a 
commission to examine into Guiteau’s mental condition, has been 
extensively circulated among members of the medical profession 
of New York. We understand that a similar petition has been 
started in Boston and that both are being generally signed. In 
general, the grounds of the New York appeal to Executive inter¬ 
ference are : 

First. That it is the concurrent verdict of the leading expert 
authorities of the country that Guiteau has been insane for more 
than twenty years. 

Secondly. That the opinion of these authorities, under right 
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management could have been brought before the court and would 
probably have radically changed the issue of the trial. 

T'hirdly. That the instincts and the customs of all civilized 
nations are opposed to the hanging of the insane. 

These points are sustained in the petition by some very cogent 
arguments and references. Reviewing Guiteau’s history, it is, for 
instance, probably true that during the twenty years referred to, 
no asylum in the world would have refused admission to Guiteau, 
and that in all probability none would have discharged him. 
And it naturally follows that as an inmate of an asylum he would 
not have been tried or arrested even for a murder. 

It is not too late to appoint a commission of experts to examine 
into Guiteau’s mental condition, for it can never be too late to 
desire to remedy an injustice. To this proposition it is replied 
that the public is tired of the case, does not wish to see it re¬ 
opened, and in short desires an expiatory sacrifice. Since the 
public largely tried the case there would be nothing remarkable 
in allowing the same public to now decide the issue of this last 
appeal to the President. 

It is the old story of Demagogism versus Science. Having in¬ 
dulged in the humiliating spectacle of a prolonged and farcical 
trial of a lunatic it might perhaps be well to cap the climax and 
hang him. 

If there is to be any hope of avoiding similar spectacles in the 
future it lies in the direction, as the petition suggests, of appoint¬ 
ing commissions of experts who shall make their report before the 
trial. 

It is stated on good authority that Guiteau’s body has been of¬ 
fered, either by himself or members of his family, for dissection, 
to the New York Medico-Legal Society. The price demanded is 
$1,000. A distinguished neurologist and member of the Society 
has been asked to make a post-mortem. The daily press had al¬ 
ready stated that the body was for sale, but the above direct 
proposition brings to mind, in a somewhat startling manner, the 
disgraceful nature of this proceeding. That the lunatic himself 



